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as formed of superimposed and heterogeneous crowds. The influence of 
homogeneous' groups upon its members is greatest; but if the group is 
heterogenous, " this action is still considerable, either because the more 
powerful groups of an assembly will dominate the rest or because certain 
contagious sentiments will extend themselves to all the members of an 
assembly." 

In its very origin the French Eevolution may be regarded as a psy- 
chological affair. The government of Louis XVI., 11. Le Bon points out, 
was far from being absolute. It was supported chiefly by tradition and 
by the doctrine of divine right. Moreover, it can be shown that the 
misery of the peasants during the period preceding the Revolution has 
been grossly exaggerated. The immediate cause which led to the destruc- 
tion of the ancien regime was the jealousy of the bourgeoisie toward the 
nobles, rather than the intolerable poverty of the laboring classes. Neither 
can rational thought be accepted as a direct cause. " The actual in- 
fluence of the philosophers in the genesis of the Eevolution was not that 
which is attributed to them. They revealed nothing new, but they de- 
veloped the critical spirit which no dogma can resist once the way is 
prepared for its downfall." Their ideas percolating downward operated 
simply by destroying respect for tradition and prestige, and not by pro- 
ducing rational convictions. 

Having established his general principles and definitions, M. Le Bon 
proceeds to apply them to various phases of the French Revolution. The 
result is enlightening and corrective of false conceptions. The author, 
despite his systematic method, or perhaps because of it, writes somewhat 
discursively. He detains us rather long while he explodes anew the false 
ideal of equalily and proves that human nature cannot be changed by 
laws. But his book is generally sound, and it is stimulating even where 
it is diffuse. 



The Battle op Gettysburg. By Jesse Bowm.-vn Young. New York: 
Harper & Brothers, 1913. 

The full significance, the full tragedy, the whole mechanism of a great 
battle — these are things hard to grasp. Not only is information scattered 
and difficult of access, but the entire phenomenon is of a complexity 
requiring profound study. When, however, it is given us through the 
labors of another to understand, as a whole and in detail, such a battle 
as that of Gettysburg, we feel that we are privileged to be present at 
the most tremendous scene of one of the greatest dramas in history. 

Such is the effect produced upon us by Jesse Bowman Young's The 
Battle of Gettysburg. The book has the earnestness, the sense of the 
grijn realities of war, that one expects in the reminiscences of a veteran. 
It has also a comprehensiveness and thoroughness which could only 
result from years of investigation and careful study. The author, he 
tells us, " although but a stripling, was an officer in the battle." At- 
tached to the staff of Brigadier-General Andrew A. Humphreys, he had 
somewhat exceptional opportunities to be in personal touch with the 
great movement. His residence in the Cumberland Valley for a dozen 
years after the war, during which his duties as a "circuit-rider" led 
him gradually over all the roads traversed by the two armies explains 
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the remarkable topographical clearness and the pictorial reality of his 
narrative. In reading it we become aware that we are receiving knowledge 
obtained as nearly as possible at first hand — ^we are reading the narra- 
tive of a man who has studied every foot of the battlefield and who 
knows the whole region with the knowledge of familiarity. "Many 
circumstances," he writes, " tended to reproduce the shifting scenes and 
manoeuvers of the campaign and battle before my imagination, and to 
inscribe them in my soul." Imaginative maturing of the subject in the 
author's mind, familiarity with the scene, a constant desire to know the 
minute details of the truth for one's own satisfaction, these are influences 
tending to produce a book of unique interest. 

Of course the author has drawn freely upon available written sources 
of information, but his book is far from being in the nature of a com- 
pilation. He has made a true nexus of hia facts, and his carefully- 
thought-out opinions as well as his fresh assembling of material give 
his narrative historic value. With the enthusiasm of the historian who 
lives in the events which he describes, Mr. Young has gathered up and 
sifted traditions, anecdotes, every sort of fact that would add to the 
human interest of his book. He has sketched the career and character 
of every person of importance who took part in the engagement on either 
side. With an extraordinary approximation to completeness, he has 
determined the personnel of both the Army of the Potomac and the 
Army of Northern Virginia. He has shirked no side of his subject. The 
caiises that led to the battle, the motives and plans of the commanders, 
the pivotal issues which the engagement decided, all are discussed with 
thoroughness and insight. In the narrative of the battle itself he suc- 
ceeds remarkably in making a difficult matter plain, without sacrifice of 
essential detail, and in bringing past events vividly before the mind. 
Comprehensiveness, clearness, human interest, and the indefinable power 
which is the reflex of the author's own personality and point of view — 
these are qualities that make The Battle of Oettyshurg not only a val- 
iiable source of information, but a book to be read for its own sake. 



The Masters of Modern Prench Ckitioism. By Irving Babbitt. Bos- 
ton and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1912. 

This is one of those rare books in which the value of sound funda- 
mental distinctions, thought out to their ultimate implications, makes 
itself felt on every page, while logical severity, far from resulting in 
dry dogmatism, lends itself to the play of wit and esthetic perceptive- 
ness. To describe Professor Babbitt's book as merely the detailed and 
conscientious development of a thesis would be most misleading; yet 
it derives its essential worth and much of its felicity of statement from 
the author's recognition of the vital relation of the problem of the 
One and the Many — ^that problem over which, as William James de- 
clared, the average person " does not lose much sleep " — ^to literature 
and to life. In the consideration of this problem, the literary critic, 
as Professor Babbitt makes increasingly plain, should be "willing to 
meet the philosopher half-way" 

If we are to have any really thinkable critical standard — ^this is the 
thought that gives continuity to the whole treatise and leaves the final 



